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Abstract : The passive type direct methanol fuel cell (DMFC) is an attractive power source for portable devices
due to its simple structure. However, the passive type DMFC has a disadvantage of instability of reactants supply
and products removal. This study focused on the mass transfer on the anode and utilized a metal foam as anode
flow field to reduce the mass transfer resistance. The experimental results show that the power density and
operable duration increases with the pore size of the porous flow field.
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Table 1 Tested MEA specification. 400
PEM Nafion 212
Reaction area 25cm? (5 X 5¢cm)
Anode catalyst Pt-Ru 3.0 mg/cm? 200
Cathode catalyst Pt 1.0 mg/cm?
Anode GDL Carbon paper
Cathode GDL Carbon paper
0.0pm ¢ - 4 .
0.0pm 200 400 600
*K2 @HH-—KRoN—N—FT
Table 2 Tested carbon paper specification.
Type Toray TGP-H-090 400
Material Carbon fiber
Size 50 X 50 X 0.28 mm
Porosity 78%
Pore size — 200
*3 #HERILEHET
Table 3 Tested metal foam specification. 0.0pm
Metal foam 0.0pm 200 400 600
Type
1 2 3 (b) Metal foam
Material SUS316L SUS316L SUS316L H1 ABEEOHA
X pind ]
Size 50 x50 50 x50 50 x50 Fig. 1 Magnified figure of flow fields.
X 0.3 mm X 0.3 mm X 0.3 mm
Porosity 80.5% 81.5% 81.4%
Pore size 50um 150 um 300um Load controller with
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Fig. 4 Experimental system for permeability test.
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Fig. 5 Experimental system for air permeability test.
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Fig. 6 Cell performance with porous flow fields.
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Fig. 7 Resistance polarization with porous flow fields.
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Fig. 8 CO, bubble on anode flow field (0.15A/cm 2).
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Fig. 9 Permeability for porous flow fields.
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Fig.10 Air permeability for porous flow fields.
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Fig.11 Cell performance with porous flow fields.
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Fig.12 Cell performance for porous metal flow field with differ-
ent pore size.
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Fig.13 Resistance polarization for porous metal flow field with
different pore size.
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Fig.14 Cell performance for porous metal flow field with differ-
ent pore size.
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