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Abstract: The cathode catalyst layer of polymer electrolyte fuel cell consists of Pt catalyst and supported carbon
covered with ionomers. Protons are transferred mainly via water clusters in ionomers. Therefore, the distribution
of water clusters and water uptake strongly affect proton transport. In this study, we have performed molecular
dynamics simulations to elucidate the correlation between the water cluster structure and proton transport in the
ionomer. Our results suggest that proton diffusivity in the ionomer depends on not only the water content but also
the film thickness. In addition, the structural factors for the results are also elucidated from a molecular scale point of
view.
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Fig. 2 Snapshot of calculation system which reached equi-
librium state (dark gray: Graphite atoms, white: Nafion
atoms, black: sulfur atoms of Nafion, gray: solvent mol-
ecules).
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Fig. 4 Dependence of water contents at N,,; = 16 on mean
square displacement for H".
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